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| the Caſe of Bankrupts, I ſuggeſted 
two Enquiries in my laſt, which I 
. humbly recommended to thoſe, in 
whoſe-Hands the Power of redreſſing this 
mighty Grievance remains. 


1. Whether it be conliftent with Huma- 
nity or Chriſtianĩty, to put Men jnto 
Priſon in Caſe of Debt for Life, when 
they are willing to ſurtender All they 


have in the World to the ix Creditors, - 


and when they have not Bread to keep 

them from ſtarv ing in their Confine- 

ment? „ I d 14-0 
2. Whether luch Impt iſonment be con- 


„ 
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ſiſtent with the Claim of Riga, which. 


ſays, that Exorbitant Puniſhments are 
egal 7 
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I do not ſay, That the Affirmative of 
theſe Things is true—1 will not be charg'd 
with flying in the Face of the Law, much. 
Jeſs of the Law-makers ;, but there have been, 
Laws repeal'd—There have heen As of 
Parcliament,wbich the ſame. Parliament that 
made them have found inconvenient, and 
have therefore thought fit to ret iſie, ex- 
plain, amend, and repeal Iaconvenience 
may appear after a Law. is made, which 
even to Parliaments did not appear before, 


and dur Parliaments always allow'd the 
Subject bumbly, to repreſent thoſe Iacon - 
veniencies, that may be redreſs d; for as 
no Body of Men in the World are infallible, 
ſo the Parliaments of Britain make no Pre- 
tences to that ridiculous W 
des 


— 


does it ever difpleaſe them to have-the- 
World told ſo. : 


I deſcrib'd the Debtor I. am ſpeaking of 


in my laſt, and I ſhall frequently revive bis 
Character; for I know who I have to do 
with, and how ready ſome will be to cla- 
mour, 2s if I were encouraging Men to 
Frauds, and pleading for a general Lenity 
to Bankrupts, under whatever Circumſtar - 
ces: it pere in my Power to procure 
Laws Jgainft fraudulent Bankrupts, Clip 

ers and Coyners, Highwey-men and Houſe- 
breakers would find more Mercy from 


Mankind than theſe; and if fuch were 


under the Sentence of Death, I would re- 
prieve any thing but a Murtherer, before 
them. They ate firſt theRviggtpf honeſtMen, 
and then the Pteventers of 


ving wounded a Man, prevents his being 


cur'd they ruin Men by getting into their 


Debt, and they prevent their being re- 
ſtor d, by making the World believe, others 
break fraudulently as they do. 

Theſe are Men of Miſchief ſo many Ways, 
that vo hoheſt May can deſire good Terms 
tox them hut *tis very kard—ihdeed 
very hard, that becauſe there are ſuch Vil- 
lains as theſe in the World, therefore no 
Concern, no Compaſſion, no Mercy ſhould 
be ſhown to the Men, who being reduc'd by 
no viſible Fraud of their own, but unhap- 
pily are overthrown in the World, and are 
willing to give up All they are, able to make 
- SatisfaQion for their Debts To puniſh 
theſe Men, to prevent their reſtoring them- 
ſelves by their Induſtry, and mingle them 
#ith Thieves and Cheats is an Act be- 
vond the Cruelty of Death; it never was 
Criminal to be Unhappy. Debt was. no 
v hete, that ever I read of, punifh'd with 
Death before» No Law of Men ever 
direfed it, and the Law of GOD is direct- 
ly againft it Nay, the Scripture 
ſ-ems to command, Pity and Compaſſion to 


ſuch Men If he has nothing to pay, if 


he cannot, if it be not in bis Power, Why 
ſpou d yon take bis Bed from under bim? 
How can you be ſo cruel, ſo mhuman, fo 
barbarous ! : 

But we go farther, We take the Bed 
from the Man, and the Man from his Bed 
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eir reſtor ing; 
like a malitious Murtherer, who firſt ha“ 


Ls © > ,- 


We ſteip his miſerable Family, and turn his 
Wife and Children naked into the Streets 
to ſtarve; be the Man never ſo indigent ; 


nay, if he has a Fever upon him, if he be 


fick in his Bed, we will take him away, 
carry him to Gaol, lay him on the bare 
Boards, und if he tas not to feed him, be 
muſt flarve and periſh I wiſh, the Par- 
liament would command to be laid before 
3 Account of the Hardſhips ſuffer u 
the laſtſevereWinter in ourPriſons, by poor 
Inſolvents impriſon'd by Eſcape-Warrants, 


and how many of them have periſh'd wich 


Cold and Hunger. I bave had ſome Ac- 
counts of theſe Things, as would make the 
Heart of any Cheiftian bleed within him 
While ine ora reditors have got been 
mov'd to ſhow he leaſt Compaſſion—and 
hase almoft d to ſee the aviſcrable 
Corps carry'd out of Priſon to the Grave. 


The Law is a Medium in all other Caſes, 


between the Offender and the Offended; 
if a Thief robs me, if an Enemy beats me, 
it is not in my Breaſt what Puniſhment he 
ſhall - have, but the Law deci "it, and 


takes him out of my Hands. | 


to one agother, What have you 2 
him, he has ſacisfy'd the Law? And *tis very 
juſt that it ſhould be fo, becauſe Man is a 
furious, paſſionate Creature, and cannot ſet 
Bounds to his Revenge. \ But here the mi- 
ſerable Debtor (the Offender) is put into 
the Hands of the Creditor (the Offended), 
and he has him in his Power; if he pleaſes, 
be may let him go; if he pleaſes not, be muſt 
die in Miſery and a Gal This really 
ſeems contrary to the Nature and Meaning 
of LAW, and at leaſt gives a fingle Perſon 
the abſolute Dominion over his Neighbours 
Life 3 a Thing, Evgliſh Liberty, I think, 
was never ſubjested to before This 
is my ſecond Article. And, | 

This is the Thing, that I cannot but 
hope, the Parliament will enquire into, 
when they ſhall pleaſe to conſider the Laws 
relating to Bankrupts in England. 
Whether it is agreeable to our Conflitu- 
tion, to the Liberty of Engliſh Men, T do 
not fy Britains in this, for in Scotland it is 
quite otherwiſe ; the only Thing in which 
they enjoy a Liberty we do noc 
The Claim of Right fays expreſly, that 
Exorbitant 
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Tens n, but hy the Aft of Parliament, 
which we call vulgarly be Eſcape · Narram 


his Creditor, who,. if he pleaſes, condemns 
. him to perpetual Impriſonment 3 this I call 
putting him to Death by lnwwring ; for if 


have not, and if the Creditor have no Com- 
paſſion, as really ſome bave not, it is nothing 
leſs —And T1'canavt but think, would the 
Honſe review this Law, they would be 
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| | ilegal, and in 
other Caſes a Man is det to be fin'd ua th 


the Man have it not to pay, 45 many ready. 


Serontly, To 


* = 


Firff, To the Creditor — 
E Debtoer- p | 

1. To the Qreditor it was a Juſtice, that 
when the Debtor had ao Goods to ſatisfic 


A#, . the Man is put into the Mercy of the Creditor, he hould work for bim a 


certain Number of Years, in order to pay 
the Debt And this was the uttermoft 
Severiry that ever GOD Himſelf ados d; 
Of which by it ſeif. 

2. To the Debtor, that having thus been 
ſold, and having ſerv'd the Legal Time, 
the Law ſuppos'd the Creditor ſatisſy d, or 
at leaſt pacify'd, and the Man was thed to 


moved to Compaſſion by the Miſeries of have leave to go free, that he might labour 


thoſe that languiſh under jit—To think of then for Himſelf and Family, or as we call 


ſome milder Way to treat the Egli Sub- 
je@,. than acrifizing them thus to the un- 
govern'd Rage of one anethec. 

Ia the race lies Law, the great Origi- 
nal of ſtatuted Juftice, the Debtor was to 
be ſold for Satis taction of the Creditor, and 
then he had as full Paymeot as it could be 
;5magin'd, any Man could defire—And then 
at the End of the Term the Man was free. 
This had two Pieces of Juſtice in it. 


it, that he might try bis Fortune ia the 

How much milder, how moch jufter, and 
how much ſooner it would be choſen by 
the miſerable Bankrupts dow laaguiſhing 
o Gaol, whether on the publick or private 
Account of Debt, rather than the preſent 
Method of Confinement on this moſt ter- 
rible Eſcape- Warrant, I ſhall examine in 


8 my next, 
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Have ſpoke a Word or two about a Bill | 


depending in Parliament, for ſecuring 
the Properties of Books, and Encourage- 
ment of Learning, Oc. It has been long he: 
ExpeQation of honeft Men to ſee ſuch a 
Thing promoted in the Houſe And as 
i ſee no Law more juft, ſo indeed none is at 
preſent more needſul And yet we ſee it 
ſticking in the Birth, and very few ſollicite 
its bringing forth. * TE 
And what are the mighty Objections 
againſt a Law ſo wholeſome, fo neceſſary, 
and ſo much wanted ? I find among other, 
two of the moſt ſcandalous Reaſons given 
for it, that have been ſeen in this Age 3 
I hope they are not true If they are, 


they give a Teſtimony of the moſt aban- 
doned Temper to all Manner of Oppreſſi- 
on, which our Times ſwell with, and which 
may juſtly reproach us with owing all our 
good Laws to our Anceftors, and ſeeking. 
but few of out oA. 
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The firſt Reaſdn, I hear given, is, That if 
the Property of Books is ſecut'd, the Price 
will be greater,and Books will not be cheap. 
This is firft no good Reaſon, if it were 


true z; and ſecondly no good Reaſon, becauſe 


Fir, If the Matter of Fact be true, if 
— is depreciate, if Authors are diſ- 
courag d, if ſeveral excellent Tradts and 
elaborate Works are written, and finiſh'd, 
and thrown by, becauſe Men will not ſend 
them into the World for Nothing, and will 
not ſuffer them to be abus d by Pyrates, 
and both the Author and the Buyer cheat- 
ed j if moſt of the lately-publiſh'd Volumes 
of any Momeot, ſuch as Travels, Hiftories, 
Tranſlations, Ic. are the Works of Hirelings, 
Slaves to the Bookſellers, ignorant and un- 
capable, and who writing not for Bread, 
but almoſt without Bread — Make up vo- 


luminous Collect ions and long Citations to 


ſwell 


